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January 14, 2008
The Hon. George Miller, Chairman The Hon. Howard McKeon, Ranking Member
Committee on Education and Labor Committee on Education and Labor
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Miller and Representative McKeon:

Thank you for your leadership on legislation to benefit young children in 2007. Advocates for high-quality
pre-kindergarten welcomed the reauthorization of Head Start and the progress made in including pre-k
teachers in the Higher Education Act. As we begin 2008, we hope the Committee will turn its attention to
pre-k incentive grant legislation to support the bipartisan national movement toward high-quality pre-k.

We urge the Committee to move ahead with legislation to create a new federal pre-kindergarten incentive
grant to support the progress states are making in providing high-quality voluntary pre-k to three and four
year olds. With H.R. 3289, the Providing Resources Early For Kids Act; H.R. 2859, the Prepare All Kids Act;
and H.R. 4060, the Universal Prekindergarten Act, all pending before the Committee, the Congress has a
tremendous opportunity to help many more children enter school ready to learn.

We had hoped to see pre-k legislation included in the Committee’s reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, and we continue to support such an effort. But with your recent statements about
the difficulties in achieving ready consensus on No Child Left Behind, we hope you will take the opportunity
to move forward quickly with stand-alone legislation.

As you know, a bipartisan majority of governors and state legislators are making significant investments in
high-quality, voluntary pre-k. For the current schoolyear, states have allocated $4.3 billion for pre-k
programs, up 45 percent from just two years ago. This year close to 90,000 additional children will be
enrolled in state pre-k because of those wise investments. With federal support, we can do even more.

A federal incentive grant to states to create or improve their pre-k programs as envisioned in the bills
mentioned above would move our nation closer to the vision of quality, voluntary pre-k for all three and four
year olds. Research underscores the value of early childhood education: poor academic achievement is
foreshadowed by low cognitive, linguistic, and social functioning in the years prior to kindergarten. High
quality pre-k leads to better outcomes for children and for society at large.

We look forward to working with you to produce a significant federal investment in high-quality pre-k. We
are available to you and your staff as you address this timely issue. Please contact us or federal fellow Matthew
Smith (msmith@preknow.org) and let us know how we can be of assistance in moving forward with federal
support for high-quality pre-kindergarten. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Libby Doggett, Ph.D. Kathy Patterson
Executive Director Federal Policy Director
cc: Members, Committee on Education and Labor

The Hon. Carolyn Maloney
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